
UNITED CHURCHES' NEWS

                           The Churches
                               Serving
                           Lycoming County

Published Monthly by the

UNITED CHURCHES OF LYCOMING COUNTY
202 East Third Street, Williamsport PA17701

Phone 570-322-1110, E-Mail director@uclc.org
Pastor Tammey L. Aichner, Executive Director and Editor

Mrs. Deborah Bird, Administrative Assistant: office@uclc.org
Office Hours: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM Monday - Thursday

Issued mid-monthly, September through
May with special e-mail issues during
the summer.  Items marked with an 
asterisk may be of special interest to
your congregation.  Deadline to submit
articles - First of each month.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
VOLUME   XXVIII     NUMBER 5                    www.uclc.org                                    May 11, 2021                   

Return Service Requested Non-Profit Org.

US POSTAGE PD.

Permit # 307

Williamsport, PA 17701

May is Mental Health Awareness Month

M
ay is Mental Health
Awareness Month and an
appropriate time to ad-

dress a very serious subject that
affects all of our communities of
faith every day.  
   United Churches of Lycoming
County will be offering a work-
shop on May 24th at 10 a.m., at the
West End Christian Community
Center.  We will discuss the chal-
lenges that are facing church lead-
ership in today’s congregation as
we all seek to identify the

existence and impact of mental health issues in the church
today.  The stigma associated with seeking help, especially
inside the church, often prevents those that need help from
receiving it.  Pastors and church leaders are often left to help
families address the needs of the individual, as well as heal
old hurts.  We will work to provide some tools that might
help.
   Pastor Calvin Phillips has served in a variety of roles in our
community, both in the church as well as in secular roles, and
is the Executive Director of the West End Christian
Community Center.  He is a graduate of Lancaster Bible Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science in Biblical Studies.  He then
went on to attend the Master’s programs in Marriage and

Family Therapy at both Messiah College and Evangelical
Theological Seminary.  Calvin is now completing his M. Div.
with an emphasis in Counseling from Evangelical Theologi-
cal Seminary.  Calvin holds accreditation with the American
Association of Christian Counselors, a certified amputee
mentor/trainer and has worked extensively with fellow veter-
ans, specializing in Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and it’s
impact upon the family.
   If you are interested in participating in this free workshop,
please call the United Churches of Lycoming County office,
at 570.322.1110 to reserve your space.  There will be lunch
offered, after the workshop ends, by the WECCC Café, and a
donation will be taken.  
   Pastor Lenore Hosier, Saint John’s Newberry UMC, leads a
gathering of individuals monthly (September-May) where
interested individuals can come to the table to talk about
Mental Health Issues that affect us directly, and our wider
community as a whole.  If you would like to be part of this
discussion, please reach out to her at lhosier@susumc.org .

Follow us at
“United Churches of Lycoming County”

mailto:uclc@sunlink.net
mailto:office@uclc.org
mailto:lhosier@susumc.org
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Shepherd of the Streets* 
Rev. Mark Brumbach

570-322-6538
shepherd@uclc.org

G
od is Good all the Time!  All the
Time God is Good!  God has been and
is good to the Shepherd of the Streets ministry.  We

have been blessed with much to give as we endeavor to serve
the individuals whom God sends our way.  We continue to
trust that God knows the needs that will come through our
door each week and that God will supply all that is needed
through the faithfulness of individuals and local churches. 
Allow me to once again thank you for your ongoing support of
our ministry through your prayers and donations.

   We are constantly helping people with monthly hygiene kits
and we rely upon your donations of specific items for the kits. 
Listed below are a few items that we currently need.
 

• Laundry pods 
• Dish Detergent 
• Shampoo 
• Conditioner
 
   
Through the faithfulness of many individuals and local
congregations, and through our faithful stewardship, God has
been richly blessing the ministry of the Shepherd of the
Streets.  Allow me to remind you to send all correspondence
to our P. O. Box at: Shepherd of the Streets, P. O. Box 2184, 
Williamsport, PA 17703.  Please do not mail anything to our
Park Ave. address, or our former address on Center St.,
because it will be marked as undeliverable.

   Your faithfulness enables us to serve the least, the last, and
the lost in Jesus name.  Consider with me this word of Old
Testament wisdom, “Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the
poor will also cry out and not be answered” (Proverbs 21:13
NIV). 

J
oin Dwell as they partner
with City Church in this
event, June 6th from 3-5

p.m., for an exploration of the
foster care system in Lycoming
County and the deep need for
awareness, support, and partici-
pation in the cause of caring for
vulnerable children and the
families who love them.

POVERTY: A FAITH-BASED RESPONSE 
Christian Social Concerns Committee

W
hen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting . . . All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit . . .” (Acts 2:1-2, 4)
Many will celebrate Pentecost later this month. How has the
Spirit of God inspired and empowered us to advocate for the
elimination of hunger and poverty in our communities, nation,
and the world?

Lycoming County Unemployment Rate: The most recent
available figure from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics indi-
cates an unemployment rate of 8.9% for the county.  This
translates into 4,900 persons seeking employment locally.
These figures represent an increase over the previous month’s
data and are the highest since August 2020. 

Legislative accomplishments to reduce hunger and pov-
erty: According to Bread for the World, the $1.9 trillion
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 has many provisions that
will lift approximately 13 million Americans out of poverty
and cut child poverty nearly in half. The major achievements
in the American Rescue Plan include: 
• A 15 percent increase for the Supplemental Nutrition As-

sistance Program (SNAP) or about $28 per month per
person through September 2021; 

• Additional funding for the Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC); 

• Temporary expansion of the Child Tax Credit (CTC) to
be fully refundable and allow for monthly payments; 

• Debt relief for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and
Ranchers (Black, Latino, Indigenous, and others). This
relief will help pay off burdensome debts that have pre-
vented many farmers of color from making a living; and 

• $11.5 billion for the global pandemic response – includ-
ing food nutrition, vaccines, and humanitarian aid. 

Earlier wins: Even before the passage of the American Res-
cue Plan Act, important steps were taken that addressed im-
portant issues. 

In late January, President Biden signed an executive order
urging the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to allow
states to boost Snap benefits and increase the Pandemic-
Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) program, which will be
a big boost for families with children. 

On March 9, the USDA extended free summer meals
through September 2021. This will benefit up to 12 million
children living in households that struggle to get enough to
eat. (Source: Bread for the World)

mailto:shepherd@uclc.org
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Food Pantry*
Mona Rundio, Coordinator

570-322-1657
foodpantry@uclc.org

J
esus had some unpopular ideas!  Amid my morning
devotions I was captivated by this verse as unpopular.
“Give to the one who asks you” (Matthew 5:42a NIV). 

Does this strike you, as it did me, to be unpopular? As Chris-
tians we are to do our best to love, give, and help all of God’s
creation! Many of us do these actions when brought before us,
but not on a daily basis. True Brothers and Sisters of Jesus
react quickly and strongly to help another, not just when asked
to do so! So what can you do today, and continually, as a true
believer?  Love.  Give.  Help others as yourself.

   The Food Pantry loves our clients, gives food to them, and
helps them through some difficult times with comforting talk,
prayers, and when we can, hugs. We also, at this time, have
opened client choice back up, with masks on. The giving of
the food is continual from us, with your help through
donations. We are able to take food donations again, not just
cash donations. Both are very welcome. 

    The products we are in need of are: 

           Pasta/Pasta sauce    
             PB&J    Soups 
Cake mixes/Icings     Fruit cups 
    Side dishes   Condiments 
     Healthy snacks   Drinks

Hours of Operation (Covid)
Mondays 9:00-11:00 for donations/deliveries/stocking

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:15-12:00 for client shopping

C
ROP Walk will be October 10th.  In 2021, we will
continue to fight against the challenges of disease, di-
saster, displacement, and other concerns that leave

people hungry.  Join with us as we
raise funds to help neighbors near
and far get the meals they need to-
day and sustainable food security for
tomorrow.  Our next CROP Com-
mittee meeting will be May 27th at
3:00, at the United Churches of

Lycoming County office.  We welcome new members to join
our committee in an effort to put an end to our county’s hun-
ger insecurity!

ECUMENICAL LUNCH  IS  THE 
PLACE TO CONNECT WEDNESDAYS *

T
he Time Is Now to be part of our virtual lunches on
Wednesdays for great programs this spring! You can
bring your lunch to your

computer, tablet or phone and enjoy
conversation with each other and
the speaker. Zoom is free. This link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/886097
41957 will either help you down-
load the app or prompt it to open.
You are also able to connect by phone. Call 1-301-715-8592
(toll charges apply), when prompted enter the meeting num-
ber 886 0974 1957. The passcode is 56076370. For other ar-
rangements call United Churches at 570-322-1110. 
 
MAY:

19- Mr. Kevin Mertz, Founder, Father’s Hope,
“Providing Hope for Children Around the World
and Close to Home”

26- Ms. Joan Hatcher, Member, Christ Episcopal
Church, “A Spiritual Retreat”

We will take the summer off and will resume in September!

Tammey Aichner, Coordinator
ucm@uclc.org

A
t the close of each semester, we try to find a fellow-
ship event that will get the students’ minds off their
finals…even if only for a few hours.  This semester,

we all gathered at Rider Park for a
hike and a cookout.  As we gath-
ered in the parking lot, we had a
few trails we could choose from. 
We could take the easy path, with
views that were just average…or
we could take the harder path and be rewarded with amazing
views!  We took the harder path!  Do we do that in life?  Do
we settle for average views because the path is easier or are
we willing to dig in deep, break a sweat, step around and over
the rocks in our path…in order to see the amazing view from
the top?  As our students graduate and start a new part of their
hike, may they remember that the easy way isn’t always the
way that rewards you with the best view.

As I close out my 8 years of campus ministry, thank you for
all of your support...leading Bible Studies, providing meals,
buying soup, and praying for our students...Love, Tammey

mailto:ucm@uclc.org
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         United Churches of Lycoming County    
     75 Years of Ministry

1946-2021

C
hurch Women United
(CWU) is a part of United
Churches (UCLC).  An arti-

cle, “The Roots of Church Women
United” written by Lucille Metzger,
the first president of our local
Church Women United, talks about
CWU’s beginnings!

   Just after World War I, a group of
church women in Williamsport from several denominations
banded together to form the Women’s Missionary Union. In-
terested in missions, they gathered to hear missionaries from
India and Africa and other speakers, and to send White Cross
to foreign lands.

   Things seemed to take shape in the late 1950's. In October of
1957, 36 women from the Williamsport area spent two days at
the United Nations headquarters in New York City where they
took part in a statewide delegation from 32 cities and towns
representing the Church Women United of Pennsylvania. At
the end of the two day seminar, Mrs. W. Gordon Williams led
the group in planning how to take the United Nations story to
their churches and communities and how to develop opportu-
nities and methods to make a more peaceful world.

   On May 1, 1958 in Messiah Lutheran Church in South
Williamsport, an historical formal constituting session took
place, when the Women’s Missionary Union became the
Lycoming Council of Church Women United. Thus they ex-
panded to a county-wide organization with a larger field of
service. At the end of the session, 27 women from the area
signed the charter, each representing a different church and a
total of eight denominations.

   Today, CWU is a national organization with headquarters in
the United Nations Building in New York City and state
headquarters in the United Church Center in Harrisburg. 
Along with an interest in missions, it is very ecumenically
minded, and open to all denominations.

   Here we have three celebrations that take place in various
churches yearly on the first Fridays...

• World Community Day is in November. Financial dona-
tions provide Christmas stockings for over 1,200 residents
of county nursing homes and children who visit inmates
of Muncy State Correctional Institution.

• World Day of Prayer is in March. Lap robes, bibs, cathe-
ter bag covers, and walker bags are made all year by area

women and collected on this afternoon to donate to
county nursing homes and personal care facilities.

• May Friendship Day is a May luncheon meeting with do-
nations of non-perishable food received and given to the
UCLC food pantry.

   The topics for each celebration are varied but focus on the
problems of women and families in different parts of the
world, and includes racism, homelessness and abuse. The
work goes on, with women working to make a difference in
our community and the world.

  If you would like to be part of Church Women United,
please contact United Churches of Lycoming County at 570-
322-1110.

O
ur Monthly Zoom Prayer Meeting for May will be
held on May 27th from 11:00-11:30.  It will be led by
Pastor Kathy Burkhart.  The link is

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85905244511.  If joining by phon-
e,  the meeting ID is 859 0524 4511 and the passcode is
542738.
 

P
rayer Calendar: Prayer requests can be found  on the
home page of our website, www.uclc.org .  They are
also sent out weekly, via e-mail.  If you, your

organization, or church would like to submit a request, please
do so at director@uclc.org.
   

Dial-A-Devotion*

570-322-5762
Available 24/7

Have you called yet, today?

D
evotions are three minutes or less, change daily, and
are designed to lift your spirits and help you to have
"A Closer Walk with God".  The devotionalists this

spring/summer are: 
 
• May 10-16: Deacon Sandy Grier
• May 17-23:  Pastor Tammey Aichner
• May 24-30:  Ms. Patricia Jenkins
• May 31-June 6:  Rev. Ron Shellhamer
• June 7-13:  Ms. Patricia Jenkins
• June 14-20:  Rev. Gwen Bernstine
• June 21-27:  Ms. Rebecca Logan

The United Churches of Lycoming County
office will be closed on Monday, May 31st.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85905244511.
http://www.uclc.org
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S
ave the Date! Our 10th Annual Golf Tournament will
be September 24th with a 9 a.m. Shotgun Start!  Once
again, it will be held at White Deer Golf Course. 

Registration will begin at 8:15. 
Sta r t  pu t t ing t o ge t h e r  y o u r
foursomes now, although we can
match up single golfers!  Entry
fee is $85 per golfer.  Checks
should be made payable to United
C h u r c h e s  o f L y c o m i n g
County, and mailed to 202 East Third Street, Williamsport,
PA 17701.  Not a golfer, but would still like to support this
amazing ministry?  Consider being a sponsor, purchasing a
raffle ticket, donating a basket, being a committee
member...email Tammey at director@uclc.org, and she will
find something for you!!!

S
ight and Sound Bus Trip has been rescheduled!  Join
us (UCLC) for a day in Lan-
caster to see Sight and

Sound’s newest production, Queen
Esther, on July 15th, 2021.  We will
depart at 6:30 a.m. from First
United Methodist Church...with an
anticipated return time of 7:30 p.m. 
The day includes bus transporta-
tion, brunch at Hardee’s (not
included in ticket price), show,
lunch at Bird-in-Hand Restaurant,
and an afternoon stop at Edwards Nut and Candy Company. 
The ticket price remains the same as last year...$125 per adult
and $90 per child under 12.  Seats are sold on a first come,
first served basis; deadline for reservation and payment is
June 7th.  Please send check, made out to United Churches of
Lycoming County, to 202 East Third Street, Williamsport, PA
17701.  Proceeds support all the ministries of United
Churches!  Contact the office at 570-322-1110 with any
questions!

RE-CREATION
Join us on July 18th, 7 p.m., at New Covenant United Church
of Christ, 202 East Third Street, Williamsport, PA to
celebrate, in song, our 75th Anniversary!  Invite your family
and friends for this event!  There will be a free will offering
taken that evening.

               

T
he 22nd Annual Victorian Christmas, “Visual Arts
of the Victorian Era”,  will be held November 19th
through November 21st. We invite you to join us for a

festive weekend to kick off the holiday season. This year our
tour of homes and historic sites will be on Saturday the 20th
from 9 am to 5 pm. There will be an additional tour of local
churches on Sunday the 21st from 12 pm to 4 pm (all located
in the Historic District and within walking distance from each

other). Complementary trolley
transportation will be available for
Saturday’s home tours only. The
ticket charge of $20 for Saturday
provides funds necessary to con-
tinue our mission, which is to in-
crease public awareness and appre-

ciation of the fine architectural heritage in the Historic Dis-
trict and Williamsport proper. In addition, we want to educate
the public (including all ages) by instilling knowledge and
appreciation of Victorian style and the importance of its
preservation for future generations. These proceeds also help
in the beautification of the historic district, with flowering
baskets adorning lampposts during the summer and lighted
wreaths & garlands during the winter holiday. There will be a
separate charge of $10 for the Sunday tour. We are donating
half of these proceeds to benefit the United Churches Food
Pantry and Emergency Energy Project. We hope you join us
explore these lovely homes, historic buildings and beautiful
churches while experiencing their architectural beauty and
historical significance. There will be many events scheduled
throughout the weekend to attract those of all ages. For de-
t a i l ed  i n f o rma t ion  go  t o  o u r  webs i t e  a t
www.victorianchristmaspa.com. Visit our Facebook page:
Victorian Christmas in Williamsport. Please join us for a step
back in time to enjoy the visual arts of the Victorian era! 

United Churches Sunday 

U
nited Churches Sunday is May 30th, 2021.  There
are lots of ways you can celebrate with us this year,
our 75th anniversary!  Pray ecumenically for your sis-

ter congregations and their ministries by utilizing our Year of
Prayer Calendar.  Pray for the ministries we do together.  At-
tend an ecumenical event, donate to one of our ministries,
volunteer your time and talents, support our fundraisers, par-
ticipate in a mission and outreach opportunity and be a visible
sign of ecumenism outside of the church walls, lead a week of
devotions or write an article for the paper, sign up for a work-
shop or webinar with our brothers and sisters in the county…
If you don’t see something that fits your interests, suggest
something, plan something, bring it to the table!  Celebrate
our ecumenical life every week of the year to ensure that it
continues to be vibrant and Spirit led! 

mailto:director@uclc.org
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M
a s k i n g ?  -  S o c i a l

Distancing? - Good Hy-
giene? - Vaccination?  It

seems like the news is constantly
changing!  To help answer your questions and distinguish be-
tween myth and fact you will find all kinds of resources and
links available at www.lycoletsendcovid.wordpress.com and
www.facebook.com/letsendcovid .  Since the beginning of the
pandemic, at least 1 in 10 Lycoming County residents have
been infected, a total of 11,195 reported cases. We have had a
total of 276 deaths.  How do we work together to bring our
community into a new and better tomorrow?  I hate to sound
like a broken record, but getting your vaccine is really the best
way to show your love for family and friends. If you get
COVID-19 it can be fatal. There is a 79-99% survival rate,
depending on whose statistics you use. Even using the 99%
survival rate, that means if every Lycoming County resident
got infected with the virus more than 1,130 would die from a
disease we have an effective and safe vaccine to prevent. That
seems cruel.  If there were no vaccine we would all be
screaming for one to be developed and approved now!  Let’s
end COVID! Won’t you join me in showing the signs of your
love for your family and friends by getting your vaccination,
continuing to mask and social distancing as necessary, and
encouraging others to do the same. Share your story, your rea-
sons, and listen to their concerns.  -Rev. Gwen Bernstine, 
Let’s End Covid Committee

S
ojourner Truth continues to celebrate 20 years of ser-
vice to the community.  Last month our lunch count was
1877 meals for our hungry /food insecure/homeless

neighbors! We are in need of...
• lemonade mix- large containers
• ice tea mix
• aluminum foil
• paper towels

Our Drive thru "Fast Food" Fundraiser is Sat May 29-
we need baked, individually wrapped goodies!
Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/HOHChips,
or visit, www.stmwilliampsort.org for more ways to be
involved in this great ministry!

T
he Lycoming County
United Way has some of-
fice equipment that they

would like to give away to a good
home for free!  My favorite price! 
They just ask that the items not be
resold.  Contact the office at 570-
323-9448 if you are interested!

Summer Opportunities

A
n ecumenical, virtual VBS program is being
planned for Monday, June 28th - Thursday, July 1st.
The theme is "Bedtime Stories" and the sessions will

be streamed, live, each evening and also posted for viewing at
a later time. Those who pre-register will receive an activity
packet and snack for each night. Registration information will
be available soon. If your church would like to participate,
please contact the United Churches of Lycoming County of-
fice at 570-322-1110.

H
ughesville Friends Church will be holding their
Soccer-based Vacation Bible School during the week
of August 2nd through the 6th in the evening from

5:30 (check-in time) to 8:30 PM.  We are offering it for kids,
PreK-6th Grade (Kids entering 6th Grade.). Continue to
check Hughesville Friends Church  FaceBook and
Hughesville Friends Church Online for further updates.

T
he St. John's School of the Arts is celebrating its
25th anniversary year with a jump into summer!  We
are excited to present a new music Camp this June

focused in mallet instruments,
movement and singing. In addi-
tion, a newly added camp for
chamber music has just been an-
nounced for this coming August
focused in chamber music for all
instrumentalists who have had at
least one year of experience. These
programs will take place in addi-
tion to our vibrant dance studio
and instrumental lessons. Should
you feel called to support our pro-
grams, our 25th anniversary fund-
raising campaign will be ongoing

throughout this year as well. We welcome you to reach out to
anyone who may have an interest in our programs or may feel
called to support our efforts to reach students in faith and the
arts.

M
ark your calendars - RUMMAGE SALE
Friday and Saturday June 11th & 12th
8:00 AM – 2:00 PM, St. Lawrence Church Hall

South Williamsport. We have something for everyone!
Your donations are needed! Help us have a successful event
by donating items that are in fair - good condition!
Spring clean for a great cause. All items not sold are donated
to a variety of other area charities at the end of our sale so
your donations not only benefit the St. Lawrence Parish but
several other worthy non-profit organizations. Everybody
wins!  Just call 570-322-3278 Dianne Fisher or 570-323-
6202 Judy Campion for drop off.
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Job Opportunities

H
ughesville Friends Church is seeking a Part-Time
(20 hours/week) Custodian.  Please contact the main
office for more information at 570-584-2686.   

S
t. Paul United Methodist Church, 1427 Memorial
Ave, Williamsport, once again this summer, is conduct-
ing a children's feeding program. This program begins

on Monday June 14, and continues Monday through Friday
ending on Friday Aug 13.  We have a need for four staff
members who would work four hours per day each, Monday
through Friday, for the duration of the nine week program.
The hours would be mid morning into early afternoon as this
is a "grab and go" lunch.  Staff members would report to a
Program Director. This is an opportunity for students to gain
experience in a community based program that provides lunch
and breakfast, as well as spiritual, and educational materials to
children in the general vicinity of the church. If you are inter-
ested in this employment opportunity, please contact us at:
stpaulcalvaryum@verizion.net , or by calling the church office
at: 570-322-5054.

D
o you have experience working with young
children? The Early Childhood Learning Center lo-
cated in the First Southern Baptist Church in

Williamsport is hiring for a full time position. Applicants
should have a minimum of two years working with children,
an associate degree in ECE or a related field and/or CDA is
preferred. Applicants will need to have a current physical and
TB test and should have current clearances (PA State Police,
Child Abuse, FBI and NSOR.) Please call 570-323-2025 for
more information about joining our team. Resumes can be sent
via email to eclcfsbc@gmail.com. The ECLC is an EOE. 

T
he House of Hope is moving closer to opening.  The
roof was finished 2 weeks ago and the attic is being
finished now!  We are raising funds for the Healing

Garden - the landscaping around the house - and expect to
begin taking residents by the middle of June.

We are still in need of staff and volunteers to work with the
residents as well as prayer partners to keep this ministry ever
before the Lord.  The only way we will experience the success
of transformed lives is through the grace of God working in
the lives of our ladies. 

Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/HOHChips,
or visit, www.stmwilliampsort.org for more ways to be
involved in this great ministry!

U
nited Campus Ministry Position Open!  United
Churches of Lycoming County is seeking our next
Campus Ministry Coordinator.  Please submit your

resume to United Churches of Lycoming County, 202 East
Third Street, Williamsport, PA 17701.  The deadline is May
18th.  

POSITION DESCRIPTION
United Churches Campus Ministry Coordinator

Qualifications:
The Campus Ministry Coordinator, called by the United
Churches of Lycoming County to serve on the campus of
Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport, PA,
must be a person of Christian Faith whose witness to the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is energetic, faithful and effective.  The
Campus Ministry Coordinator must be a self-starter, effective
in communicating the gospel in an academic context, enjoy
working with students and a wide variety of churches/faiths.

Responsibilities and Expectations:
    •    Proclaim the Christian Gospel to Penn College, primar-
ily through a ministry of presence.
    •    Serve as a resource for, and facilitate the linking of,
participating churches of the county and the students, faculty,
staff and administration of the campus.
    •    Promote this ministry to the churches of the county,
enlisting their support.
    •    Provide for pastoral care (including emergency support)
to the campus community.
    •    Serve as a liaison to the inter-faith community and work
with student religious groups on campus.
    •    Help initiate and then work with a United Campus
Ministry student fellowship group in conducting programs
which will include worship, education, fellowship and ser-
vice.
    •    Work with a United Campus Ministry Board of Direc-
tors, composed of members from both churches and campus,
to coordinate the work of the ministry.
    •    Work effectively with the sponsoring agency, the
United Churches of Lycoming County.

Conditions of Employment:
     •    Compensation for the position is based on part-time,
estimated at 10-12 hours per week, with a monthly compensa-
tion of $787/month or $9,433/year.  
     •    The Campus Ministry Coordinator will be evaluated
annually by the UCM Board of Directors and accountable to
the United Churches of Lycoming County through the UCM
Board.  
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Creation Corner
Christian Social Concerns Committee

Creation and Climate Care Zine is a free 17-page down-
loadable resource available from Sojourners, at sojo.net/zine. 
Its 12 chapters are well-illustrated with simplified narratives. 
Bible verses, a how-to guide on communicating faith and cli-
mate, the intersections of climate with other topics, and help-
ful sites such as footprintcalculator.org, the global weirding
series with Katharine Hayhoe, Blessed Tomorrow, Climate
Justice Alliance, Christian Climate Action.  Also see the Paris
Agreement, Laudato Si, Jemez Principles, Principles of Envi-
ronmental Justice.

A Conversation with Inter-Faith Leaders where they share
how their beliefs inform their environmental advocacy and
action includes participants from various religions: Buddhism,
Christian (Baptist and Episcopal), Islam and Judaism, can be
found at ucsusa.org/conversation-faith-climate-justice.  The
sponsor is the Union of Concerned Scientists.

Faith is Green program has leaders from multiple faiths
joining in a conversation on the theology of why faith commu-

nities care for the environment.  Par-
ticipants include the Evangelical
Environmental Network, a professor
of Moral Theology at the Catholic
University of America, a U.S. Mus-
lim environmental leader, the presi-
dent of the National Latino
Evangelical Coalition, and a repre-

sentative from the Religious Action Center of Reform Juda-
ism.  See earthx.org/event/faith-is-green .

World Environment Day is June 5 and begins the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Decade on Ecologi-
cal Restoration.  The Sunday nearest June 5 is celebrated as
the Environmental Sabbath (June 6).

Other Resources

• Climate change, a web site for adults is climate.nasa.gov.
One for children is climatekids.nasa.gov .

• Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith
Must Work for Change. Rev. Jim Antal.

• Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We're in without Go-
ing Crazy.  Joanna Macy and Chris Johnson.

• DVD series: ProFuture Faith: The Prodigal Species Co-
mes Home.  Rev. Michael Dowd.

Extinction: The Facts, a new documentary, is narrated by Sir
David Attenborough, and premiered on PBS 3/31/2021, and is
about biodiversity loss and halting it.  Attenborough is vice-
president of Fauna & Flora International.  One review of the
documentary is by Ed Rampell, "How We Can Put a Halt to
Biodiversity Loss."

Some resources from Earth Day 2021:

Parade Sunday magazine for April 11 and again on April 18
had several pages about Earth Day issues (problems and solu-
tions), some of which are derived from Laurie David's co-
authored book Imagine It: A Hand-
book for a Happier Planet.  Some
"earth-friendly cities" are raised up
(Louisville KY, San Diego CA, Se-
attle WA, Orlando FL, and
Washington DC).  An article by
Kathleen McCleary notes "5 Ways
to Help the Planet Today" (ditch the glitter; be food smart;
embrace earth-friendly fashion; try a new way to compost;
quit the plastic habit).  The 4/18 article "Go a Little Greener"
has tips for a better wipe, a better cup of coffee, a better swab,
a better ride, a better clean, a better wrap, and a better wash.

See parade.com and search for earth, earth-day-facts, and
picks.

Autumn 2021 Event

The 8th Parliament of World Religions will take place Octo-
ber 17-18, 2021.  The theme is "Opening Our Hearts to the
World: Compassion in Action." 

Two Secular Environmental Groups and Their Goals 

Rainforest Action Alliance:  Challenges rainforest destruc-
tion and disastrous pipeline projects with allies in the Amazon
and Indonesia, initiates corporate reforms to build on the
Banking on Climate Change 2020 flagship report and the 2021
Keep Forests Standing: Exposing Brands and Banks Driving
Deforestation campaign,  to target funders and insurers of pro-
jects to address deforestation, land degradation, compromises
of the rights of indigenous communities, the poisoning of
Black and Brown communities, etc.

The Sierra Club:  Help curb climate disruption and reign in
the abuses of the fossil fuel industry, prevent the erosion of
safeguards for water, air and land, remind elected officials and
bureaucrats who they work for, continue to publish the "Si-
erra: Explore, Enjoy, Protect" magazine, with environmental
hard-hitting investigations, interviews, natural world photog-
raphy, etc., and help support local affiliates.
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